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Book about South Africa’s transition to
democracy translated into Romanian

December 7, 2012

A collection of essays by Prof Bernard Lategan, founding director of the Stellenbosch
Institute for Advanced Study in South Africa (STIAS) at Stellenbosch University (SU), has
been translated into Romanian recently. This happened after Prof Basarab Nicolescu from
Romania visited STIAS as a research fellow in 2011.
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In 1989, Romania transitioned from a communist state to an open democracy after years of
dictatorship under Nicolae Ceausescu. The transition happened very suddenly and virtually
without any preparation. Since then the country is struggling with many issues and this has
led to a great interest in how the democratic transition took place in South Africa – a
transition that was characterised by a long negotiation process and a search for communal
values. This did not happen in Romania.

Prof Nicolescu chose a number of articles that Lategan wrote about the transition and had
them translated into Romanian. The book, Values, Hermeneutics and Social Transformation
– the case of South Africa, was launched at the annual Book Week in Bucharest on 23
November. It focuses specifically on the important role interpretation played on different
levels during the South African transition – in the various negotiation forums, in the drafting
of the constitution, in the development of communal values in the business community and in
dealing with the past.

In this way a tradition of open and robust debate and a free and critical press was established
– things that were mostly lacking in the case of Romania and that are still of critical
importance to South Africa. There is a great interest about what happened here and the book



launch was accompanied by broad media coverage, interviews and a lecture at the University
of Bucharest.


